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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
July 12, 2011
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Susan Wood, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Ruby Clark, Boyd Walker.
Council Members Absent: Monica Dock

Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Sgt. Jeff Grimm, Town Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust.
Guests Present:  Linda Miller, Roberta Lyle, Carol Chrycy, Tom McFaddin, Caleb Keckler, Brian Crossman, James Fitzgerald. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.

Mayor Sam Blackburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment Period:
Ms. Miller thanked Town Council for hiring Sgt. Grimm. She stated she has seen him patrolling around Town and thinks he is a good addition to the Town’s workforce.
Public Hearing – Chapter 6 of Town Ordinances:

Town Attorney, Tom Simons suggested changing language in Section 6-3 to mimic the wording of the State Code.  Mr. Spitzer said these changes would be made.  
Councilor Funkhouser asked questions on Section 6-12 and the pricing of water and sewer sales.  Mr. Spitzer stated that the Town needed to add in the wording to charge the base amount for water and sewer.

Review of Minutes:
The Minutes of the June Council Meeting were reviewed and no changes were made.
Motion made by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to approve the minutes as presented.  
Carried by unanimous voice vote.   

Consideration of Bills:
The bills for the upcoming month were presented.
Councilor Funkhouser questioned about the bill from VML/VaCo.  Mr. Spitzer stated it was the remaining balance due for the auditing services.  The bill was for the month of June.  

Councilor Walker questioned what the DaPro bill was for.  Mr. Spitzer stated it was an annual maintenance contract for the IBR system that Sgt. Grimm used to file his reports with the State Police.
Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to pay bills listed and any other bills that may come up this month.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

Committee/Commission Reports:
Parks and Recreation: Ms. Lyle gave a report about the recent Parks and Recreation meeting as well as the upcoming Music in the Park.  Mr. Spitzer presented Council with a picture and description of a piece of playground equipment the Committee wanted to recommend for Council to purchase.  Mr. Spitzer stated that these types of playground equipment can be added on to in the future and they are made out of durable recycled plastic.  Councilor Walker asked if any other Town organizations have been asked to help purchase equipment.  Mr. Spitzer stated they have not been.  Councilor Wood wanted the Town to ask for references for the equipment.   Mr. Spitzer stated he would do this before anything was bought.
Motion by Susan Wood and Seconded by Mike Turner to purchase the piece of playground equipment distributed to Council.
Water & Sewer Committee – RFP:  Councilor Funkhouser gave a report of the last Water and Sewer Committee Meeting.  The recommendation of the Committee is for Council to ask Hurt and Proffitt as well as WW Associates to come and give a presentation to Council before the final decision is made.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would call both firms and set up a date and time for the presentations.
Police Activity Report:
Sgt. Grimm stated Council had a copy of his monthly report in their packets.  Sgt. Grimm then presented Council with a list of objectives to get done and discussed these.  Councilor Walker stated he wanted to see Children at Play signs on Fitzlee St.  Mr. Spitzer stated that he did not think VDOT would put these signs up anymore.  The Town would have to do this itself.   

Old Business:

James Fitzgerald.  Mr. Fitzgerald stated the building was complete and he had received the final inspection.  Council was presented with picture of the building taken that day and said that the building did not looked finished and did not meet the standards agreed upon in the agreement signed by the Mr. Fitzgerald and the Town.  Council indicated the old building had not been torn down, the roof was unfinished and the doors still looked like trailer doors.  Mayor Blackburn read the provision of the agreement where the old building had to be torn down.  Mr. Fitzgerald said that siding is on and fixing the doors was not previously discussed.  Councilor Funkhouser stated that the doors still looked like trailer doors as the metal was still showing.  Mr. Fitzgerald stated the building was not torn down because he was going to use the wood for the construction of the building, but not that he did not need the wood he was not going to tear the old building down.  Mr. Fitzgerald then admitted that he had not complied with all measures of the agreement.  Councilor Funkhouser stated a completed building would have been one that had a soffit, was all one color, had changed the doors and where the roof was finished.

Motion by Susan Wood and Seconded by Ruby Clark to proceed with the removal of the building and stick to the previously made agreement.

No vote was carried out.
Tom Simons stated the only way to remove the building is to give notice and then proceed with the legal filings after a notice had been given.  Councilor Walker stated that Town Council is not a contractor and the Town would need get one to make a suggestion.  Councilor Wood stated that Council needs to stick to what was previously agreed upon.  

Motion by Susan Wood and Seconded by Ruby Clark to proceed with the removal of the building. 

Ayes – Councilors Clark, Wood, Turner, Funkhouser

Nayes – Councilor Walker

Tony McFaddin and Carol Chrycy.  Town Council stated at the June Council Meeting that the Town would have more details on the land issue between Mr. McFaddin and Ms. Chrycy and the Town.  Town Attorney Simons stated he had a few concerns with not charging the landowners any taxes at all.  He stated the State Constitution said it is a burden upon the Town to collect Taxes from its citizens.  Since the property in question is both in the Town limits and in the County, most jurisdictions will decide who will tax both real estate and personal property.  Mr. Simons stated he had a proposal that the Town tax the personal property and collect the vehicle tax and the County will tax the land.  Council agreed that this proposal seems good in general terms but will need more information.  Mr. Simons stated he would speak with the County to get their feeling of the agreement.  Councilor Wood asked what will happen if Mr. McFaddin sells the land.  There was a discussion on if the tax breaks would extend any farther than Mr. McFaddin or Carol Chrycy.  Council suggested it may be good to only extend it to the direct descendants of the Mr. McFaddin and Ms. Chrycy since they bought the land not knowing it was within the Town limits. However, Council decided to take up this issue at a later time.  Mr. Simons then stated he would try to get Dan Grimm, Rockbridge County GIS, to use the coordinates in the original deed to get a distinct boundary line drawn.  This would then be added into the deed records.  The issue was left open until more information can be found.

 New Business:  

ATC.  Mr. Spitzer stated he went to the Appalachians Trail Conservancy’s Biennial Conference, which was paid in part by a grant from the ATC and Lexington – Rockbridge Tourism.  He stated that he learned a lot about advertising to the hikers and how to pinpoint different segment of hikers.  He also stated that the conference will help to write the request to become an Appalachian Trail Community.  Councilor Funkhouser suggested that a new money box needed to be put at the shelter.  Mr. Spitzer said he would look into purchasing a sturdier box.  It was also suggested that the Town look into getting a Port-a-John for next year.

Chapter 6 – Town Ordinance.  With no comments from citizens previously and no comments from Council it was decided to put the new Ordinance up for vote as amended and presented.

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner to adopt the revised Chapter 6 of the Town Ordinance as presented and with the suggested admendments.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

Tractor.  Mr. Spitzer presented Town Council with three different tractors to purchase to replace the Ford that had broken down.  The three choices were a John Deere, Kubota, or Bobcat.  

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Susan Wood to purchase the John Deere tractor.
Ayes: Funkhouser, Wood, Clark, Turner

Nay: Walker

Absent: Dock

Carried by majority vote.

Glasgow Track.  Mr. Spitzer gave presented Council with three quotes to repave the walking track at Knick Field.  Mr. Spitzer indicated that surplus money had been put aside from the last fiscal year for this capital improvement.  The lowest quote was from K&D & Sons Paving for $11,500.  

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to contract with K&D & Sons to repave the Glasgow walking track.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.
Council Comments
Councilor Walker stated that he had found out from Rockbridge County extension Agent John Repair how to cut down on costs of mowing Town owned lots.  Mr. Repair told him to kill the current grass and plant Bermuda grass.

Councilor Funkhouser asked if anything new has been discussed about the bridge at the River.  Mr. Spitzer stated that there has not been.
________________________                 ________________________________

Mayor                                                         Clerk


